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For immediate release. 25 January 2015 
 
A boost for Shetland’s weaving industry 
 
A boost to the textile industry in Shetland was announced this morning by the UK 
Government with the funding of new equipment, premises and staff for GlobalYell 
Ltd, a social enterprise in Yell through the Coastal Communities fund. The two year 
project will help GlobalYell to establish itself as a manufacturer of woven cloth and 
will allow the organisation to offer its services to weavers and designers who want to 
make shorter runs of fabric through an award of £95,000.  
  
Andy Ross, Creative Director of GlobalYell, says “It is a very exciting opportunity 
and time for us. This funding represents a vote of confidence in GlobalYell, giving 
the charity more opportunities to work with contemporary craft and design in the 
islands. It is hugely significant especially in the view of recent meetings we have had 
with representatives from Scotland, London and as far afield as Japan, all of whom 
have been impressed with the quality and design of our woven products. Now we will 
have a chance to take up opportunities like these.” 
 
Coastal Communities funding will provide one new job in Yell in 2015 as well as 
supporting the existing Creative Director post at GlobalYell as the organisation moves 
on with its project. It will allow GlobalYell to purchase a new production loom from 
the United States to complement the existing looms at the studio, and to buy new 
equipment to go with the loom, and support further employment opportunities in the 
future. It will also give GlobalYell an opportunity to attend trade fairs to show its 
fabrics. Ross says, “Our aim is to support not only our own manufacture of cloth to 
our designs but also to work with others who want to design and make their own 
fabrics. This equipment will allow us to produce short lengths of fabric for designers 
and artists, something that is needed in the UK. The Shetland textile industry is an 
important part of the economy of the islands and now is a good time to be expanding 
and looking to the future. We are looking forward to growing and to the challenges 
and opportunities that this project will bring.” 
 
[GlobalYell is interested to speak to manufacturers, designers, makers and creators 
about the project, and Andy Ross can be contacted on globalyell@btconnect.com or 
mobile 07900 430 429.] 
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Background to the project: 
The plans for the funding will allow GlobalYell, a charity established in 2001 as a 
music organisation which added textiles to its aims in 2005 with the gifting of assets 
from the Ann Sutton Foundation, to expand its existing services and to develop new 
ideas, bringing an income into the organisation. The charity already runs residencies 
and stays, and the new equipment will allow people to sample on the looms in the 
studio before putting the final cloth into production in the adjoining unit. The 
equipment will also allow GlobalYell to put its own designs into production, 
something not possible before because of the limited capacity across the UK for short 
runs of fabric on more complex looms. The charity owns looms with computerised 
design software, and the new equipment will include the same make of loom with 
industrial manufacturing capacity. The response from the public to the fabrics the 
charity has already produced through its residencies has been positive – GlobalYell 
was at the Shetland Craft Fair last November and in October took a stand at the 
Knitting and Stitching Show in London’s Alexandra Palace – and now the 
organisation is looking forward to being able to take its cloth made from Shetland 
wool to a wider audience across the world. Encouraging meetings with a major 
museum in London and representatives from an international company in Japan have 
been held recently. 
 
The first production of cloth from GlobalYell  is set to be available after the summer. 
Visitors are welcome to the studio in Sellafirth through the summertime to see the 
new equipment in action and meet the weavers. The equipment is scheduled to be 
delivered in June and the studio opens to the public at the end of April.  
  
Contact details: 
Andy Ross, Creative Director 
GlobalYell Ltd 
4 Sellafirth, Yell, Shetland ZE2 9DG 
tel: 01957 744 355 
email: globalyell@btconnect.com 
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